
 1

GEORGE CARLIN 
You know you're in a small town when... 
 The restaurant closes at lunch so the waitress can go home and eat 
 The mayor's nickname is Greasy Dick, and it appears on the ballot AND his 
  license plate 
 The fashion boutique/post office is located in 1 corner of the hardware   
 store between the used milking machines and the pay toilet 
 The police station is closed evenings and weekends, but they - and he's 
   strung out on ranch dressing 
 
 Have you ever noticed: Anybody going slower than you is an idiot, and anyone going 
faster than you is a maniac? 
 
Unnecessary words (at least 1 word too many!): 
 emergency (or crisis  or standoff ) situation 
 shower activity 
 surgical procedure 
 boarding (or peace  or evacuation  or learning  or healing  or planning) process 
 hospital environment 
 fear (or risk) factor 
 free of charge 
 forest (or prison) setting 
 intensity level 
 belief system 
 seating area 
 sting operation 
 facial area 
 daily basis 
 blue in color 
 leadership role 
 rain event 
 
 Weyerhauser, a company that makes its money by cutting down trees, calls itself: The 
tree growing company. 
 
 I can't bear to go to the children's zoo. I always wonder how their parents can allow 
them to be kept in those little cages. 
 
 Some see the glass as half-empty, some as half-full. I see it as too big. 
 
 My wife's from the Midwest - Very nice people there; very wholesome. They use words 
like 'Cripes.' For Cripe's sake! Who would that be, Jesus Cripes? The son of 'Gosh?' of the 
church of 'Holy Moly.' I'm not making fun of it - you think I wanna burn in 'Heck'? 
 
DID YOU EVER WONDER? 
 When someone asks you, "A penny for your thoughts", and you put your two cents in, 
what happens to the other penny? 
 Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker? 
 Why croutons come in airtight packages? It's just stale bread to begin with. 
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 When cheese gets it's picture taken, what does it say? 
 Why is a person who plays the piano called a pianist but a person who drives in a race 
car not called a racist? 
 Why are wise man and wise guy opposites? 
 Why do overlook and oversee mean opposite things? 
 Why 11 isn’t pronounced "onety one"? 
 "I am" is reportedly the shortest sentence in the English language. 
 Could it be that "I do" is the longest sentence? 
 If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, doesn't it follow that electricians can 
be delighted, musicians denoted, cowboys deranged, models deposed, tree surgeons 
debarked, and dry cleaners depressed? 
 If Fed Ex and UPS were to merge, would they call it Fed UP? 
 Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee breaks? 
 What hair color do they put on the drivers licenses of bald men? 
 I was thinking about how people seem to read the Bible a whole lot more as they  get 
older, then it dawned on me ...  they're cramming for their final exam. 
 Why do they put pictures of criminals up in the Post Office? What are we supposed to 
do, write to them? Why don't they just put their pictures on the postage stamps so the mailmen 
could look for them while they delivered the  mail? 
 If it's true that we are here to help others, then what exactly are the others here  for? 
 You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive. 
 No one ever says, "It's only a game", when their team is winning. 
 Ever wonder what the speed of lightning would be if it didn't zigzag? 
 Last night I played a blank tape at full blast.  The mime next door went nuts. 
 If a cow laughed, would milk come out her nose? 
 Whatever happened to Preparations A through G? 
 If olive oil comes from olives, where does baby oil come from? 
 Ever wonder about those people who spend $2.00 apiece on those little bottles of Evian 
water? Try spelling Evian backwards. 
 Isn't making a smoking section in a restaurant a lot like making a peeing section in a 
swimming pool? 
 OK...so if the Jacksonville Jaguars are known as the "Jags" and the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers are known as the "Bucs," what does that make the Tennessee Titans? 
 If 4 of 5 people SUFFER from diarrhea ... does that mean that one enjoys it? 
 The Bible contains 6 admonishments to homosexuals and 326 admonishments to 
heterosexuals. That doesn't mean God doesn't love heterosexuals - He just thinks they need 
more supervision. 
 Why do we say something is out of whack? What's a whack? 
 If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled? 
 Why do croutons come in airtight packages? It's just stale bread to begin with. 
 When cheese gets it's picture taken, what does it say? 
 Why isn't 11 pronounced onety one? 
 If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, doesn't it follow that: electricians can 
be delighted, musicians denoted? 
 I thought about how mothers feed their babies with tiny little spoons and forks so I 
wondered, what do Chinese mothers use? Toothpicks? 
 Last night I played a blank tape at full blast. The mime next door went nuts. 
 Why do overlook and oversee, mean Opposite things? 
 In Vienna, they recently had an opera riot. 
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 Cancer causes heart disease. 
 You know you're in a poor neighborhood when you give the store clerk a dollar 
   and he asks you if you have anything smaller. 
 Since childhood is a time when kids prepare to be grownups, I think it makes a 
   lot of sense to completely traumatize your children. Get's 'em ready 
   for the real world. 
 
I buy stamps by mail. It works ok until I run out of stamps. 
When someone tells me they're going to fix a chicken, I always think: maybe it isn't 
  really broken - maybe it just needs a little oil. 
They said some guy arrested for murder in Las Vegas had a history of 
  questionable actions. Can you imagine if we were all held to that standard! 
How can crash course  collision course have 2 different meanings? 
Why don't they have dessert at breakfast? Or rye pancakes; or grapefruit cookies; 
  or fig ice cream; or canteloupe pie? 
The mai tai got its name when 2 Polynesian alcoholics got in a fight over some 
  neckwear. 
In most polls there are always about 5% of the people who don't know. What isn't 
  generally understood is that it's the same people in every poll. 
I think we have outgrown the word gripe. When everyone has automatic weapons, a 
  word like gripe is sort of irrelevant. 
When a lion escapes from a circus in Africa, how do they know when they've caught 
  the right one? 
The safest place to be in an earthquake would be in a stationary store. 
Wouldn't it be funny if you went to a group therapy  the Mills Brothers were there? 
Can a stupid person be a smart-ass? 
Does killing time damage eternity? 
Are part-time bandleaders semi-conductors? 
Can you buy an entire chess set in a pawnshop? 
Do pilots take crash-courses? 
Do stars clean themselves with meteor showers? 
Have you ever imagined a world with no hypothetical situations? 
How can there be self-help "groups"? 
How do you get off a non-stop flight? 
How do you write zero in Roman numerals? 
If a jogger runs at the speed of sound, can he still hear his walkman? 
If blind people wear dark glasses, why don't deaf people wear earmuffs? 
If peanut butter cookies are made from peanut butter, then what are Girl Scout 
 cookies made out of? 
If space is a vacuum, who changes the bags? 
If swimming is good for your shape, then why do the whales look the way they do? 
If you can't drink and drive, why do bars have parking lots? 
If you jog backwards, will you gain weight? 
Why do the signs that say "Slow Children" have a picture of a running child? 
Why do they call it "chili" if it's hot? 
Why do we sing "Take me out to the ball game," when we are already there? 
Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour? 
I met Don Ho and his wife Heidi - Plus his 3 brothers, Gung, Land and Hy. 
2 trucks loaded with 1000 copies of Roget's Thesaurus collided as they left a New 



 4

  York publishing house last Thursday, according to the A P. Witnesses were 
  stunned, startled, aghast, taken aback, stupefied, amazed, astounded and 
  unsettled. 
I called a company and asked to speak to Bob. The person who answered said, 
  "Bob’s vacation. Would you like to hold?" 
You rarely meet a wino with perfect pitch. 
Although the photographer and the art thief were close friends, neither had ever 
 taken the other's picture. 
There are 10,000 people in the US in a persistent vegetative state. Just enough to 
  start a small town. Think of them as veggie-burghers. 
Apparently the Hell's Angels are suing a movie producer because they said his film 
  shows disrespect for the Hell's Angels. OK! 
I always order the international breakfast: French toast, English muffin, Belgian 
  waffle, Spanish omelet, Danish pastry, Swedish pancake, Canadian bacon and 
  Irish coffee! 

- - - - - - - 
 

Jerry Seinfeld 
 Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle? 
 Can you be a closet claustrophobic? 
 Why is the word abbreviation so long? 
 Is it possible to be totally impartial? 
 If a book about failures doesn't sell, is it a success? 
 If a funeral procession is at night, do folks drive with their lights off? 
 When companies ship Styrofoam, what do they pack it in? 
 If a stealth bomber crashes in a forest, is there a sound? 
 Do cemetery workers prefer the graveyard shift? 
 Is there another word for synonym? Or thesaurus? 
 When sign makers go on strike, is anything on their signs? 
 Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food? 
 What is the speed of dark? 
 Can fat people go skinny-dipping? 
 If you're cross-eyed and have dyslexia, can you read all right? 
 If the cops arrest a mime, do they tell him he has the right to remain silent? 
 Why is bra singular and panties plural? 
 When it rains, why don't sheep shrink? 
 Should vegetarians eat animal crackers? 
 If a mute swears, does his mother wash his hands with soap? 
 Do hungry crows have ravenous appetites? 
 If someone with multiple personalities threatens suicide, is it a hostage 
   situation? 
 Instead of talking to your plants, if you yelled at them would they still grow? 

 Only to be troubled and insecure? 
 When you open a bag of cotton balls, is the top 1 meant to be thrown away? 
  Where do forest rangers go to "get away from it all"? 
 Why do they report power outages on TV? 
 My parents didn't want to move to Florida, but they turned 60 and that's the 
   law. 
 Now they show you how detergents take out bloodstains, a pretty violent 
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   image! I think if you've got a T-shirt with a bloodstain all over it, maybe 
   laundry isn't your biggest problem. Maybe you should get rid of the 
   body before you do the wash. 

- - - - - - - - - 
 

STEVEN WRIGHT 
 
I used to work in a fire hydrant factory. You couldn't park anywhere near the place. 
I stayed up all night playing poker with tarot cards. I got a full house and 4 people 
  died. 
Last week, I went to a furniture store for a decaffeinated coffee table. No luck. 
What's another word for thesaurus? 
When I get real bored, I like to drive down town and get a great parking spot, then 
  sit in my car and count how many people ask me if I'm leaving. 
When I was a kid, we had a quicksand box in the backyard. I was an only child...  eventually. 
I bought some batteries, but they weren't included. So I had to buy them again. 
For my birthday I got a humidifier and a de-humidifier. I put them in the same room 
 and let them fight it out. 
I have a switch in my apartment that doesn't do anything. Every once in a while I 
  turn it on and off. I got a call from a woman in France who said: Cut it out! 
I replaced the headlights on my car with strobe lights. Now it looks like I'm the only 
  one moving. 
I wrote a song, but I can't read music. Every time I hear a new song on the radio, I  think: 
Hey, maybe I wrote that. 
I got my driver's license photo taken out of focus on purpose. Now when I get pulled 
  over the cop looks at it (moving it nearer  farther, trying to see it clearly) and says: 
  Here, you can go. 
I went to a general store but they wouldn't let me buy anything specific. 
I put contact lenses in my dog's eyes. They had little pictures of cats on them. 
  Then I took 1 out and he ran around in circles. 
I spilled Spot remover on my dog. Now he's gone. 
My neighbor has a circular driveway. He can't get out. 
I bought some powdered water, but I didn't know what to add. 
I put instant coffee in a microwave and almost went back in time. 
I have an answering machine in my car. It says: I'm home now, but leave a message 
  and I'll call when I'm out. 
I bought a house on a 1-way dead-end road. I don't know how I got there. 
Well, you know when you're rocking in a rocking chair, and you go so far that you 
  almost fall over backwards, but at the last instant you catch yourself? 
  That's how I feel all the time. 
I was reading the dictionary. I thought it was a poem about everything. 
I went to a restaurant that serves breakfast at any time. So I ordered French 
  Toast during the Renaissance. 
A friend of mine is into Voodoo Acupuncture. You don't have to go. You'll just be 
  walking down the street and - oohh, that's much better. 
I have a hobby. I have the world's largest collection of seashells. I keep it scattered 
  on beaches all over the world. Maybe you've seen some of it. 
I Xeroxed a mirror. Now I have an extra Xerox machine. 
Last week I forgot how to ride a bicycle.  
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It doesn't matter what temperature the room is - it's always room temperature. 
If you're not part of the solution, you're part of the precipitate. 
You can't have everything - where would you put it? 
Right now I'm having amnesia and deja vu at the same time. I think I've forgotten 
  this before. 
I went down the street to the 24-hour grocery. When I got there, the guy was 
  locking the front door. I said: Hey, the sign says you're open 24 hours. He 
  said: Yes, but not in a row. 
I love to go shopping. I love to freak out salespeople. They ask me if they can help 
  me and I say: Have you got anything I'd like? Then they ask me what size I 
 need and I say: Extra medium. 
While I was gone, someone stole everything in my apartment and replaced it with an 
  exact replica. When I told my roommate, he said: Do I know you? 
I installed a skylight in my apartment. The people who live above me are furious. 
On the ceilings in my house, I have paintings of the rooms above so I never have to 
  go upstairs. 
I was going 70 and got stopped by a cop who said: Do you know the speed limit is 55 
  miles per hour? I told him I didn't plan to be out that long. 
One time a cop pulled me over for running a stop sign. He said: Didn't you see the 
  stop sign? I said: Yeah, but I don't believe everything I read. 
The judge asked: What do you plead? I said: Insanity, your honor. Who in their right 
  mind would park in the passing lane? 
Yesterday I parked my car in a tow-away zone. When I came back the entire area 
  was missing. 
I was trying to daydream, but my mind kept wandering. 
I hate it when my foot falls asleep during the day because that means it's going to 
  be up all night. 
Last night I fell asleep in a satellite dish. My dreams were broadcast all over the 
  world. 
When I woke up this morning my girlfriend asked me: Did you sleep good? I said: No, 
  I made a few mistakes. 
I got up one morning and couldn't find my socks, so I called information. She said: 
  Hello, Information. I said: I can't find my socks. She said: They're behind the 
  couch. 
I bought a self-learning record to learn Spanish. I turned it on and went to sleep; 
  the record got stuck. The next day I could stutter, but only in Spanish! 
I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize. 
Borrow money from pessimists - they don't expect it back. 
Half the people you know are below average. 
A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel so good. 
A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
If you want the rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain. 
OK, so what's the speed of dark? 
How do you tell when you're out of invisible ink? 
If everything seems to be going well, you have obviously overlooked something. 
Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm. 
Ambition is a poor excuse for not having enough sense to be lazy. 
If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to buy her friends? 
What happens if you get scared half to death twice? 
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Why do psychics have to ask you for your name? 
A conclusion is the place where you got tired of thinking. 
The sooner you fall behind, the more time you'll have to catch up. 

- - - - - - - - - 
 

RODNEY DANGERFIELD 
 A girl phoned me the other day and said: "Come on over, there's nobody home."  I went 
over. Nobody was home! 
 During sex my girlfriend always wants to talk to me.  Just the other night she called me 
from a hotel. 
 One day as I came home early from work, I saw a guy jogging naked. I said to the guy: 
"Hey buddy, why are you doing that?" He said, "Because you came home early." 
 It’s been a rough day. I got up this morning, put on a shirt and a button fell off. I picked 
up my briefcase and the handle came off. I'm afraid to go to the bathroom. 
 I was such an ugly kid. When I played in the sandbox the cat kept covering me up. 
 I could tell my parents hated me. My bath toys were a toaster and a radio. 
 I was such an ugly baby. My mother never breast-fed me. She told me that she only 
liked me as a friend. 
 I'm so ugly. My father carries around the picture of the kid who came with his wallet. 
 When I was born, the doctor came out to the waiting room and said to my father: I'm 
very sorry. We did everything we could, but he pulled through. 
 I'm so ugly. My mother had morning sickness after I was born. 
 I remember the time I was kidnapped and they sent a piece of my finger to my father. 
He said he wanted more proof. 
 Once when I was lost, I saw a policeman and asked him to help me find my parents. I 
said to him: "Do you think we'll ever find them? "He said: "I don't know kid - there are so many 
places they can hide." 
 My wife made me join a bridge club. I jump off next Tuesday. 
 I'm so ugly. I worked in a pet shop & people kept asking how big I'd get. 
 I went to see my doctor. "Doctor, every morning when I get up and look in the mirror, I 
feel like throwing up. What's wrong with me? He said: "I don't know, but your eyesight is 
perfect." 
 I went to the doctor because I'd swallowed a bottle of sleeping pills. My doctor told me 
to have a few drinks and get some rest. 

- - - - - - - 
 
When Turkeys mate, they think of swans.  --Johnny Carson 
If life was fair, Elvis would be alive and all the impersonators would be dead.   
       --Johnny Carson 
I have an intense desire to return to the womb. Anybody's! -- Woody Allen 
"When we lose 20 pounds, we may be losing the 20 best pounds we have! We may be losing 
the pounds that contain our genius, our humanity, our love & honesty." 
        --Woody Allen 
You have to stay in shape. My grandmother started walking 5 miles a day when she 
  was 60. She's 97 today & we don't know where the hell she is. --Ellen DeGeneris 
I'm not into working out. My philosophy: No pain, no pain.  -Carol Leifer 
If it weren't for electricity we'd all be watching television by candlelight. 
        --George Gobel 
A vegetarian is a person who won't eat anything that can have children. 
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        --David Brenner 
Never eat more than you can lift.   --Miss Piggy 
I've been rich and I've been poor; rich is better. --Sophie Tucker 
Outside of a dog, a book is a man's best friend. And inside of a dog, it's too dark to  
 read.        -- Groucho Marx 
Suppose you were an idiot - and suppose you were a member of Congress ... But I 
  repeat myself.      --Mark Twain 
My mom said she learned how to swim. Her folks took her out in the lake & threw 
 her off the boat. That's how she learned how to swim. I said, "Mom, they 
  weren't trying to teach you how to swim."  --Paula Poundstone 
The day I worry about cleaning my house is the day Sears comes out with a riding  
 vacuum cleaner.     --Roseanne 
Gluttony is not a secret vice.    --Orson Welles 
Another good reducing exercise consists in placing both hands against the table  
 edge and pushing back."    --Robert Quillen 
I worry that the person who thought up Muzak may be thinking up something else.  
       --Lily Tomlin 
Why is it that when we talk to God we're said to be praying, but when God talks to 
  us we're schizophrenic?    --Lily Tomlin 
A study in the Washington Post says that women have better verbal skills than  
 men. I just want to say to the authors of that study: Duh.  --Conan O'Brien 
When you look at Prince Charles, don't you think that someone in the Royal family 
  knew someone in the Royal family?            --Robin Williams 
It is better to have loafed & lost than never to have loafed at all.  --James Thurber 
Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don't mind, it doesn't matter. 
        --Mark Twain 
It goes without saying that you should never have more children than you have car 
  windows.      --Erma Bombeck 
You got to be careful if you don't know where you're going, because you might not 
  get there.      --Yogi Berra 
We didn't lose that game; we just ran out of time.  --Vince Lombardi 
The second day of a diet is always easier than the first. By the second day you're 
  off it.        --Jackie Gleason  
Never raise your hands to your kids. It leaves your groin unprotected. 
        --Red Buttons  
I have a daughter who goes to SMU. She could've gone to UCLA here in California, 
  but it's one more letter she'd have to remember.   --Sheckly Greene  
A conference is a gathering of important people who singly can do nothing, but 
  together can decide that nothing can be done.   --Fred Allen  
 They think they can make fuel from horse manure. Now I don't know if your car will 
  be able to get 30 miles to the gallon, but it's sure gonna put a stop to 
  siphoning.        --Billie Holliday  
I date this girl for 2 years - and then the nagging starts: "I wanna know your name!"    
      --Mike Binder  
Advertising: The science of arresting the human intelligence long enough to get 
  money from it.       --Stephen Leacock  
I have a great diet. You're allowed to eat anything you want, but you must eat it 
  with naked fat people.      --Ed Bluestone  
Everything is drive-through. In California they even have a burial service called 
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  Jump-In-The-Box.      --Wil Shriner 
"The leading cause of death among fashion models is falling through street grates." 
        --Dave Barry 

- - - - - - 
 

The world according to Andy Rooney! 
 
"Vegetarian - that's an old Indian word meaning 'lousy hunter.' " 
 
Did you know that it costs $40,000 a year to house each prisoner? Jeez, for $40,000 apiece, I'll 
take a few prisoners into my house. I live in Los Angeles. I already have bars on the windows. I 
don't think we should give free room and board to criminals. I think they should have to run 
twelve hours a day on a treadmill and generate electricity. And if they don't want to run, they 
can rest in the chair that's hooked up to the generator. 
 
My wife uses fabric softener. I never knew what that stuff was for. Then I noticed women 
coming up to me, sniffing, and then saying under their breath, Married! and walking away. 
Fabric Softeners are how our wives mark their territory. We can take off the ring, but it's hard 
to get that April fresh scent out of your clothes. 
 
Men and women are different in the morning. We men wake up aroused in the morning. We 
can't help it. We just wake up and we want you. And the women are thinking, How can he want 
me the way I look in the morning? It's because we can't see you. We have no blood anywhere 
near our optic nerve. 
 
You know those shows where people call in and vote on different issues? Did you ever notice 
there's always like 18% that say: I don't know. It costs 90 cents to call up and vote and they're 
voting "I don't know." Honey, I feel very strongly about this. Give me the phone. (Says into phone) 
"I DON'T KNOW!" (Hangs up looking proud) Sometimes you have to stand up for what you believe 
you're not sure about." This guy probably calls up phone sex girls for $2.95 to say I'm not in the 
mood. 
 
My grandmother has a bumper sticker on her car that says Sexy Senior Citizen. You don't 
want to think of your grandmother that way, do you? Out entering wet shawl contests. Makes 
you wonder where she got that dollar she gave you for your birthday. 
 
Ever hear one of these corny, positive messages on an answering machine? "Hi, it's a great 
day and I'm out enjoying it right now. I hope you are too. The thought for the day is: Share the 
love. Beep. "Uh, yeah ... this is the VD clinic calling. Speaking of being positive, your test 
results are back. Stop sharing the love!" 

- - - - - - 
 

Dennis Miller 
 
(Regarding the judge who declared the Pledge of Allegiance unconstitutional:) "So, Your Honor, the Pledge 
is unconstitutional because it says 'Under God'. Guess that means when you were sworn in 
with your hand on a Bible and at the end of your oath repeated So Help Me God, that makes 
your job unconstitutional, and therefore you have no job, which means your ruling doesn't 
mean shit." 


