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Rules of Aviation 
 Truly superior pilots are those who use their superior judgment to avoid those situations 
where they might have to use their superior skills.  
 
 No matter what else happens, fly the airplane. Forget all that stuff about thrust and drag, 
lift and gravity; an airplane flies because of money. 
  
 It's better to be down here wishing you were up there, than up there wishing you were 
down here.  
 
 An airplane will probably fly a little bit over gross, but it sure won't fly without fuel.  
 
 Think ahead of your airplane. I'd rather be lucky than good. The propeller is just a big 
fan in the front of the plane to keep the pilot cool. Want proof? Make it stop; then watch the 
pilot break out into a sweat. 
 
 If you're ever faced with a forced landing at night, turn on the landing lights to see the 
landing area. If you don't like what you see, turn 'em back off. 
 
 A check ride ought to be like a skirt: short enough to be interesting, but still be long 
enough to cover everything. 
 
 Speed is life - altitude is life insurance. No one has ever collided with the sky: Always 
remember you fly an airplane with your head, not your hands. 
 
 Never let an airplane take you somewhere your brain didn't get to five minutes earlier. 
 
 Don't drop the aircraft in order to fly the microphone. An airplane flies because of a 
principle discovered by Bernoulli, not Marconi. Cessna pilots are  always found in the 
wreckage with their hand around the microphone. 
 
 If you push the stick forward, the houses get bigger - if you pull the stick back, they get 
smaller. (Unless you keep pulling the stick back - then they get bigger again.)  
 
 Hovering is for pilots who love to fly but have no place to go. The only time you have too 
much fuel is when you're on fire.  
 
 Flying is the second greatest thrill known to man... Landing is the first! Every one 
already knows the definition of a "good" landing is one from which you can walk away. But very 
few know the definition of a "great" landing. It's one after which you can use the airplane 
another time.  
 
 The probability of survival is equal to the angle of arrival.  
 
 IFR: I Follow Roads  
 
 You know you've landed with the wheels up when it takes full power to taxi  
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 I had a fighter pilot's breakfast - a shot of whiskey, 2 aspirins, a cup of coffee and a 
puke.  
 
 Those who hoot with the owls by night should not fly with the eagles by day.  
 
 A smooth touchdown in a simulator is as exciting as kissing your sister.  
 
 A helicopter is a collection of rotating parts going round and round and reciprocating 
parts going up and down - all of them trying to become random in motion. Helicopters can't 
really fly - they're just so ugly that the earth immediately repels them.  
 
 Learn from the mistakes of others. You won't live long enough to make all of them 
yourself.  
 
 Pilots believe in clean living. They never drink whiskey from a dirty glass.  
 
 Things which do you no good in aviation: Altitude above you - Runway behind you - 
Fuel in the truck - Half a second ago - The airspeed you don't have.  
 
 If God meant man to fly, He'd have given him more money.  
 
 What's the difference between God and pilots? God doesn't think he's a pilot.  
 
 Flying is not dangerous - crashing is dangerous.  
 
 Flying is the perfect vocation for a man who wants to feel like a boy, but not for one who 
still is.  
 
 There are four ways to fly: the right way, the wrong way, the company way, and the 
captain's way. Only one counts.  
 
 A good simulator check ride is like successful surgery on a cadaver.  
 
 Asking what a pilot thinks about the FAA is like asking a fireplug what it thinks about 
dogs.  
 
 Trust your captain... but keep your seat belt securely fastened.  
 
 An airplane may disappoint a good pilot, but it won't surprise him.  
 
 Any pilot who relies on a terminal forecast can be sold the Brooklyn Bridge. If he relies 
on winds-aloft reports he can be sold Niagara Falls. 
 
 The friendliest flight attendants are those on the trip home. 
 
 Good judgment comes from experience and experience comes from bad judgment.  
 
 Being an airline pilot would be great if you didn't have to go on all those trips. 
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 Aviation is not so much a profession as it is a disease.  
 
 The nicer an airplane looks, the better it flies.  
 
 Why did God invent women when airplanes were so much fun?  
 
 There are three simple rules for making a smooth landing: Unfortunately, no one knows 
what they are.  
 
 It's a good landing if you can still get the doors open. 
 
 Passengers prefer old captains and young flight attendants.  
 
 The only thing worse than a captain who never flew as copilot is a copilot who once was 
a captain.  
 
 Be nice to your first officer, he may be your captain at your next airline.  
 
 Any pilot who does not privately consider himself the best in the game is in the wrong 
game.  
 
 It's best to keep the pointed end going forward as much as possible.  
 
 If an earthquake suddenly opened a fissure in a runway that caused an accident, the 
NTSB would find a way to blame it on pilot error.  
 
 Any attempt to stretch fuel is guaranteed to increase headwind.  
 
 A thunderstorm is never as bad on the inside as it appears on the outside. It's worse.  
 
 Son, I was flying airplanes for a living when you were still in liquid form.  
 
 It's easy to make a small fortune in aviation. You start with a large fortune.  
 
 A male pilot is a confused soul who talks about women when he's flying, and about 
flying when he's with a woman.  
 
 A fool and his money are soon flying more airplane than he can handle.  
 
 A thunderstorm is nature's way of saying, "Up yours!"  
 
 Learning a little about flying is like leading a tiger by the tail - the end does not justify his 
means.  
 
 The last thing every pilot does before leaving the aircraft after making a gear up landing 
is to put the gear selection lever in the 'down' position.  
 
 Remember, you're always a student in an airplane. Keep looking around; there's always 
something you've missed.  



 4

 
 Try to keep the number of your landings equal to the number of your takeoffs. Takeoffs 
are optional. Landings are mandatory. 
 
 You cannot propel yourself forward by patting yourself on the back. 
 
 When one engine fails on a multi-engine airplane you always have enough power left to 
get you to the scene of the crash. 
 
 Blue sea Navy truism: There are more planes in the ocean than there are submarines in 
the sky. 
 
 Never trade luck for skill. 
 
 The 3 most common expressions (or famous last words) in aviation: "Why is it doing that?" 
"Where are we?" and "Oh Shit!" 
 
 Weather forecasts are horoscopes with numbers. 
 
 Airspeed, altitude and brains: two are always needed to successfully complete the flight. 
 
 1 smooth landing is mostly luck; 2 in a row is all luck; 3 in a row is prevarication. 
 
 I remember when sex was safe and flying was dangerous. 
 
 Aviation truism: Mankind has a perfect record in aviation; we've never left one up there! 
 
 If the wings are traveling faster than the fuselage, it's probably a helicopter -- and 
therefore, unsafe. 
 
 Flashlights are tubular metal containers kept in a flight bag for the purpose of storing 
dead batteries. 
 
 Navy carrier pilots to Air Force pilots: Flaring is like squatting to pee. 
 
 Flying the airplane is more important than radioing your plight to a person on the ground 
incapable of understanding it or doing anything about it. 
 
 When a flight is proceeding incredibly well, something was forgotten. 
 
 If you crash because of weather, your funeral will be on a sunny day. 
 
 Advice given to RAF pilots during WWII: When a prang (crash) seems inevitable, 
endeavor to strike the softest, cheapest object in the vicinity as slowly and gently as possible. 
 
 The Piper Cub is the safest airplane in the world; it can just barely kill you. (Attributed to 
Max Stanley, Northrop test pilot) 
 
 A pilot with no fear probably isn't flying his plane to its maximum. (Jon McBride, astronaut) 
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 If you're faced with a forced landing, fly the thing as far into the crash as possible. (Bob 
Hoover - renowned aerobatic pilot) 
 
 If an airplane is still in one piece, don't cheat on it; ride the bastard down. (Ernest K Gann, 
author and aviator) 
 
 Though I Fly Through the Valley of Death I Shall Fear No Evil, For I am at 80,000 Feet 
and Climbing (sign over entrance to SR-71 operating location Kadena, Japan). 
 
 You've never been lost until you've been lost at Mach 3. (Paul F Crickmore, test pilot) 
 
 Never fly in the same cockpit with someone braver than you. 
 
 There is no reason to fly through a thunderstorm in peacetime (sign over squadron ops desk 
at Davis-Monthan AFB AZ, 1970). 
 
 The 3 best things in life: a good landing, a good orgasm and a good bowel movement. 
The night carrier landing is 1 of the few opportunities in life where you get to experience all 3 at 
the same time. (Author unknown, but someone who's been there) 
 
 "Now I know what a dog feels like watching TV." (A DC-9 captain trainee attempting to check 
out on the 'glass cockpit' of an A-320). 
 
 The similarity between air traffic controllers and pilots: If a pilot screws up, the pilot dies 
- If an air traffic controller screws up, the pilot dies. 
 
 Without ammunition the USAF would be just another expensive flying club. 
 
 If something hasn't broken on your helicopter, it's about to. 
 
 Basic Flying Rules: 1. Try to stay in the middle of the air. 2. Do not go near the edges of 
it. 3. The edges of the air can be recognized by the appearance of ground, buildings, sea, 
trees and interstellar space. It’s much more difficult to fly there. 
 
 You know that your landing gear is up and locked when it takes full power to taxi to the 
terminal. 

- - - - - - 
 

AIRLINE SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Occasionally, airline attendants make an effort to make the "in-flight safety lecture" and their other 
announcements a bit more entertaining - these are some real examples of that) 
 
"There may be 50 ways to leave your lover, but there are only 4 ways out of this airplane..." 
 
"Smoking in the lavatories is prohibited. Any person caught smoking in the lavatories will be 
asked to leave the plane immediately." 
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And, after landing: "Thank you for flying Delta Business Express. We hope you enjoyed giving 
us the business as much as we enjoyed taking you for a ride." 
 
As the plane landed and was coming to a stop at Washington National, a lone voice comes 
over the loudspeaker: "Whoa, big fella - WHOA!" 
 
After a particularly rough landing during thunderstorms in Memphis, a Northwest flight 
attendant announced: "Please take care when opening the overhead bins because, after a 
landing like that, sure as hell everything has shifted." 
 
From a Southwest Airlines employee: "Welcome aboard Southwest Flight XXX to YYY. To 
operate your seatbelt, insert the metal tab into the buckle, and pull tight. It works just like every 
other seatbelt, and if you don't know how to operate one, you probably shouldn't be out in 
public unsupervised. In the event of a sudden loss of cabin pressure, oxygen masks will 
descend from the ceiling. Stop screaming, grab the mask, and pull it over your face. If you 
have a small child traveling with you, secure your mask before assisting with theirs. If you are 
traveling with two small children, decide now which one you love more." 
 
"Weather at our destination is 50 degrees with some broken clouds, but they'll try to have them 
fixed before we arrive. Thank you, and remember, nobody loves you, or your money, more 
than Southwest Airlines." 
 
"Should the cabin lose pressure, oxygen masks will drop from the overhead area. Please place 
the bag over your own mouth and nose before assisting children or adults acting like children." 
 
"As you exit, please make sure to gather all of your belongings. Anything left behind will be 
distributed evenly among the flight attendants. Please do not leave children or spouses." 
 
"Last one off the plane must clean it." 
 
And from the pilot during his welcome message: "We are pleased to have some of the best 
flight attendants in the industry ... Unfortunately none of them are on this flight!" 
 
Overheard on an American Airlines flight into Amarillo, Texas, on a particularly windy and 
bumpy day. During the final approach the Captain was really fighting it. After an extremely hard 
landing, the Flight Attendant came on the PA and announced: "Ladies and Gentlemen, 
welcome to Amarillo. Please remain in your seats with your seatbelts fastened while the 
Captain taxis what's left of our airplane to the gate!" 
 
Another flight Attendant's comment on a less than perfect landing: "We ask you to please 
remain seated as Captain Kangaroo bounces us to the terminal." 
 
An airline pilot wrote that on this particular flight he had hammered his ship into the runway 
really hard. The airline had a policy which required the first officer to stand at the door while the 
passengers exited, smile, and give them a "Thanks for flying XYZ airline." He said that in light 
of his bad landing, he had a hard time looking the passengers in the eye, thinking that 
someone would have a smart comment. Finally everyone had gotten off except for this little old 
lady walking with a cane. She said, "Sonny, mind if I ask you a question?" "Why no Ma'am," 
said the pilot, "what is it?" The little old lady said, "Did we land or were we shot down?" 
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After a real crusher of a landing in Phoenix, the Flight Attendant came on with, "Ladies and 
Gentlemen, please remain in your seats until Captain Crash and the Crew have brought the 
aircraft to a screeching halt up against the gate. And, once the tire smoke has cleared and the 
warning bells are silenced, we'll open the door and you can pick your way through the 
wreckage to the terminal." 
 
Part of an arrival announcement: "We'd like to thank you folks for flying with us today. And, the 
next time you get the insane urge to go blasting through the skies in a pressurized metal tube, 
we hope you'll think of us here at US Airways." 
 
On a Continental Flight with a very senior flight attendant crew, the pilot said, "Ladies and 
gentlemen, we’ve reached cruising altitude and will be turning down the cabin lights. This is for 
your comfort and to enhance the appearance of your flight attendants." 
 
On landing the stewardess said, "Please be sure to take all your belongings. If you’re going to 
leave anything, please make sure it’s something we’d like to have." 
 
"Your seat cushions can be used for flotation; and, in the event of an emergency water landing, 
please paddle to shore and take them with our compliments." 
 
Heard on Southwest Airlines just after a very hard landing in Salt Lake City: "The flight 
attendant came on the intercom and said: “That was quite a bump, and I know what y’all are 
thinking. I’m here to tell you it wasn’t the airline’s fault, it wasn’t the pilot’s fault, it wasn’t the 
flight attendants’ fault - it was the asphalt!" 

- - - - - - 
 

 A photographer for a national magazine was assigned to get photos of a great forest 
fire. Smoke at the scene was too thick to get any good shots, so he frantically called his home 
office to hire a plane. "It will be waiting for you at the airport!" he was assured by his editor. 
 As soon as he got to the small, rural airport, sure enough, a plane was warming up near 
the runway. He jumped in with his equipment and yelled, "Let's go! Let's go!" The pilot swung 
the plane into the wind and soon they were in the air. "Fly over the north side of the fire," said 
the photographer, "and make 3 or 4 low level passes." 
 "Why?" asked the pilot. 
 "Because I'm going to take pictures! I'm a photographer, and photographers take 
pictures!" said the photographer with great exasperation and impatience. 
 After a long pause the pilot said, "You mean you're not the instructor?" 

- - - - - - - - 
 According to a new report, this year airline passengers have been subject to longer 
delays and ruder service than ever before. When asked about it, a spokesperson for the 
airlines said, 'Shut up and get back in line!' "    --Conan O'Brien 

- - - - - - - 
 

Actual exchanges between airline and control towers 
 
 During taxi, the crew of a US Air flight to Ft. Lauderdale made a wrong turn during 
departure and came nose to nose with a United 727. The irate ground controller (a female) 
lashed out at the US Air crew screaming "US Air 2771, where are you going? I told you to turn 
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right on Charlie taxi way; you turned right on Delta. Stop right there. I know it's difficult to tell 
the difference between C's and D's but get it right". 
 Continuing her lashing to the embarrassed crew, she was now shouting hysterically, 
"God, you've screwed everything up; it'll take forever to sort this out. You stay right there and 
don't move until I tell you to. You can expect progressive taxi instructions in about half an hour 
and I want you to go exactly where I tell you, when I tell you, and how I tell you. You got that, 
USAir 2771?" 
 The humbled crew responded: "Yes Ma'am." 
 Naturally, the ground control frequency went terribly silent after the verbal bashing of 
US Air Flight 2771. No one wanted to engage the irate ground controller in her current state. 
Tension in every cockpit at LGA was running high. Shortly after the controller finished her 
admonishment of the U.S. Air crew, an unknown male pilot broke the silence and asked: 
"Wasn't I married to you once?"  

* * * * 
 A DC-10 had an exceedingly long roll out after landing with his approach speed just a 
little too high.  
 San Jose Tower: "American 751 heavy, turn right at the end, if able. If not able, take the 
Guadeloupe exit off of Highway 101 and make a right at the light to return to the airport."  

* * * * 
 It was a really nice day, right about dusk, and a Piper Malibu was being vectored into a 
long line of airliners in order to land at Kansas City.  
 KC Approach: "Malibu 32-Charlie, you're following a 727, 1 o'clock and 3 miles."  
 32-Charlie: "We've got him. We'll follow him."  
 KC Approach: "Delta 105, your traffic to follow is a Malibu, 11 o'clock and 3 miles. Do 
you have that traffic?"  
 Delta 105 (long pause and then in a thick southern drawl): "Well, I've got something down 
there. Can't quite tell if it's a Malibu or a Chevelle, though."  

* * * * 
 Unknown Aircraft: "I'm f...ing bored!"  
 Air Traffic Control: "Last aircraft transmitting, identify yourself immediately!!"  
 Unknown Aircraft: "I said I was f...ing bored, not f...ing stupid!"  

* * * * 
 Tower: "Eastern 702, cleared for takeoff, contact Departure on 124.7."  
 Eastern 702: "Tower, Eastern 702 switching to Departure. By the way, after we lifted off, 
we saw some kind of dead animal on the far end of the runway."  
 Tower: "Continental 635, cleared for takeoff, contact Departure on 124.7; did you copy 
the report from Eastern?"  
 Continental 635: "Continental 635, cleared for takeoff roger; and yes, we copied Eastern 
and have already notified our caterers."  

* * * * 
 O'Hare Approach Control: "United 329 Heavy, your traffic is a Fokker, 1 o'clock, 3 miles, 
eastbound."  
 United 329: "Approach, I've always wanted to say this: I've got that Fokker in sight."  

* * * * 
 The German air controllers at Frankfurt Airport are a short-tempered lot. They not only 
expect one to know one's gate parking location but how to get there without any assistance 
from them. So it was with some amusement that we (a PanAm 747) listened to the following 
exchange between Frankfurt ground control and a British Airways 747 (call sign Speedbird 206) 
after landing:  
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 Speedbird 206: "Top of the morning Frankfurt, Speedbird 206 clear of the active 
runway."  
 Ground: "Guten morgen! You vill taxi to your gate!"  
 The big British Airways 747 pulled onto the main taxi way and slowed to a stop.  
 Ground: "Speedbird, do you not know vare you are going?"  
 Speedbird 206: "Stand by a moment ground, I'm looking up our gate location now."  
 Ground (with some arrogant impatience): "Speedbird 206, haff you never flown to Frankfurt 
before?"  
 Speedbird 206 (cooly): "Yes, I have, in 1944. In another type of Boeing, but just to drop 
something off - I didn't stop."  

* * * * 
 I was a Pan Am 727 Flight Engineer waiting for start clearance in Munich, Germany. I 
was listening to the radio, since I was the junior crewmember. This was the conversation I 
overheard:  
 Lufthansa: (In German) "Ground, what is our start clearance time?"  
 Ground: (In English) "If you want an answer you must speak English."  
 Luft: (In English) "I am a German, flying a German airplane, in Germany. Why must I 
speak English?"  
 Before ground could answer someone replied in a beautiful British accent: "Because 
you lost the bloody war!" 

- - - - - - - 
 A Cobra helicopter practicing auto rotations during a military night training exercise had 
a problem and landed on the tail rotor, separating the tail boom. Fortunately, it wound up on its 
skids, sliding down the runway doing 360s in a brilliant shower of sparks. As the Cobra passed 
the tower, the following exchange was overheard: 
 Tower: "Sir, do you need any assistance?" 
 Cobra: "I don't know, tower. We ain't done crashin' yet." 

* * * 
 The controller working a busy pattern told the 727 on downwind to make a 360 (do a 
complete circle, usually to provide spacing between aircraft). The pilot of the 727 complained, "Do you 
know it costs us $2000 to make a 360 in this airplane?" 
 Without missing a beat the controller replied, "Roger, give me $4000 worth." 
 
 Tower: "Delta 351, you have traffic at 10 o'clock, 6 miles!" Delta 351: "Give us another 
hint! We have digital watches!" 
 
 The pilot of a Cherokee 180 was told by the tower to hold short of the runway while a 
DC-8 landed. The DC-8 landed, rolled out, turned around, and taxied back past the Cherokee. 
Some quick-witted comedian in the DC-8 crew got on the radio and said, "What a cute little 
plane. Did you make it all by yourself?" 
 Our hero the Cherokee pilot, not about to let the insult go by, came back with a real 
zinger: "I made it out of DC-8 parts. Another landing like that and I'll have enough parts for 
another one." 
 
 A military pilot called for a priority landing because his single-engine jet fighter was 
running a bit peaked. Air Traffic Control told the fighter jock that he was #2 behind a B-52 with 
1 engine shut down. "Ah", the pilot remarked, "the dreaded 7-engine approach." 
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 A student became lost during a solo cross-country flight. While attempting to locate the 
aircraft on radar, ATC asked, "What was your last known position?" 
 Student: "When I was #1 for takeoff." 
 
 Taxiing down the tarmac, the DC10 abruptly stopped, turned around and returned to the 
gate. After an hour-long wait, it finally took off. A concerned passenger asked the flight 
attendant what the problem was. "The pilot was bothered by a noise he heard in the engine," 
explained the flight attendant, "and it took us a while to find a new pilot." 
 
 "Flight 2341, for noise abatement, turn right 45 degrees." 
 "But Center, we are at 35,000 feet. How much noise can we make up here?" 
 "Sir, have you ever heard the noise a 747 makes when it hits a 727?" 


